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(Date)

(Your name)

(Your address)

(Your address)

(Your address)

(Your telephone number)

(Your email address) 

Hon Anne Tolley MP 
Parliament Office
Private Bag 18888
Parliament Buildings
Wellington 6160

Dear Ms Tolley
I am writing to request that the government reviews its decision to reduce funding to the early childhood sector, specifically the decision to abolish the current 80-99% and 100% qualified teacher funding bands.

Early childhood education is of critical importance to New Zealand. Giving children the very best start to their education through qualified teachers provides a solid foundation to learning which research shows to be enduring. Every dollar spent on early childhood education is an investment that returns many times later in life. Qualified teachers in early childhood services are critical to ensuring the best possible start for New Zealand’s children. Many centres have invested in qualified teachers, but they are now left with a significant funding shortfall.
Cutting the subsidies to early childhood will impact upon children in areas of lower socio-economic status - precisely those areas which will benefit the most from subsidised early childhood education. These communities need government support and assistance to raise participation and increase positive educational outcomes. The removal of subsidies will increase the cost to parents making it more difficult for lower income families to access. 
The impact on my centre of the funding changes will be  … (please complete)
As a voting member of the public, I ask that you consider my voice when making policy decisions. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Sincerely,

(Signed)

(Your name)

